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We show you how to get the most
out of this detailed masterpiece

There’s nothing cooler
than a hot rod with a big,
blown engine. It’s a classic
look that you’ll find at a
lot of car shows across
the country. Thanks to
Pro-Line, you can get that
same look for your Traxxas
Revo, Summit, and E-Revo
with the popular Rat Rod
body. It has a look that is
similar to a ’32 Ford, and
the engine in the front is
larger than life. We see
’em all over the place, but
a lot of builders seem to
have trouble painting up
the exposed engine. Here’s
how to make that monster
shine with a classic realchrome look that never
fails to please.
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Step 1.
Trim the Body

Step 4. Apply the
Window Masks

Press the corner of the mask down,
align the bottom, and rub it into
place as you lower the mask.

Pro-Line supplies window masks with
the body, so you can use them to keep
paint off the windows. The masks are
cut to the shape of the windows, so all
you have to do is pull them off the sheet
that they come on and place them over
the windows. Stick one corner down
while holding up the opposite end, and
once the bottom of the mask is aligned
with the bottom of the window, you can
rub your other finger along the mask
while lowering the other side to stick it
to the Lexan. Rubbing your finger along
the mask as you lay it down will keep air
bubbles from being trapped under the
mask. Once all the masks have been
applied, take the time to rub the edges
with your finger to ensure that they are
completely stuck to the body.

Trim the body up to the trim lines so
that you can get the excess Lexan
out of the way. This will allow you to
set the body over the chassis and
have it sit right when marking the
body posts. Once you get the body
where you want it to sit on your
chassis, mark the post positions
with a marker. This will show you
where you have to ream the holes.
Use a permanent marker to position
the body-post holes.

Step 2. Scuff and Wash
Scuff the inside of the body to enhance the adhesion of the
paint. I like to do this with a Scotch-Brite pad because it easily
conforms to the body and makes quick work of the process.
Scuffing the body increases surface area and gives something
for the paint to grab onto. All you have to do is apply medium
pressure and rub the pad along the inside of the body, making
sure you stay away from the windows and the engine (and
anything else you want to be chrome). The windows need to
remain clear and a smooth surface is necessary in order for the
chrome paint to be as shiny as possible. Painting chrome over a
scuffed surface will cause it to look more like silver paint. With
the scuffing out of the way, wash the body to remove any debris
from that process, oils from your fingers, and any mold release
that may be left on the Lexan from when the body was molded.
Scuff the inside of the body with a Scotch-Brite
pad to give the body some “tooth.”

Once you’re
done with the
masking, you
can apply the
main color of
the body. I
used Spaz Stix
Solid Red and
applied three
even coats.

After painting
the main
color, hit the
fuel tank and
engine with
Chrome.

Step 5. Apply the Main Color
Spray the body with the main color of your choice; I went with Spaz Stix Solid Red. Start off with a mist coat to seal the
edges of the masking tape and window masks. After letting the mist coat dry, you can apply a heavier coat, but make
sure it’s not so heavy that you get runs or puddling. Three even coats should be all you need to get the job done.

Step 3.
Mask the Engine and Fuel Tank
You can paint the detail work on the engine from the inside, but it’s
actually easier to do it on the outside of the body. When masking
the engine, you don’t have to be super precise with the edges
except for where the engine parts come near or overlap the main
body. We are going to paint most of the outside area with black
from the outside, and we will cover up the rough edges later. On
most of the engine, you can mask just outside of the edges of the
engine, but where the engine comes close to or overlaps the body,
you need to be more precise. A hard part to paint on the body is
the radiator cap on the nose of the body. You can just paint it and
use the included sticker to cover it up, or you can paint it chrome.
A small piece of Silly Putty is all you need to mask the cap; press
it into place and you’re good to go. The fuel tank, however, needs
to have a clean tape line; make sure you mask the entire tank. The
straps will be painted on the outside, so you don’t have to worry
about that.
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The engine masking only
needs to be precise where it
meets the body. To mask the
radiator cap easily, use
Silly Putty.

Step 6. Spray the Chrome
Remove the masking tape from the engine
and fuel tank, and apply the chrome paint.
Apply a thin coat, and allow it to dry before
applying the next; repeat the process until
you have complete coverage. When you’re
happy with the coverage, back the chrome
with black paint. On this body, I used Spaz
Stix Mirror Chrome; the company makes
a paint that is designed specifically for its
chrome paint called “Ultimate Black Backer,”
so that’s what I used to back it. I also painted
the entire inside of the body with that black
paint, so the main color isn’t visible through
the windows or wheel wells.
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After the overspray film has been
removed from any area where
you want black to be, you can
apply mist coats of black. Just
apply enough color to get
full coverage.

The paint job looks wrecked, but all the extra
black paint will peel off with the overspray film.

Step 7. Unmask the Engine’s Black Areas
The overspray film is going to be used as a mask for the detailing of the engine.
Use a black marker to outline the areas that will be removed, and finish with an
X in the middle. This will give you a better view of the areas that need to be cut,
and when you don’t see any more Xs, you’ll know that all the overspray film
has been removed and that you can start spraying black. Cut the overspray
film along the edge of the engine with a sharp hobby knife. A sharp knife
is necessary because it will cleanly cut the film and not tear it, which could
cause a ragged edge. Also cut the film out from between the headers and
along the main body and grille. Remove the film from the areas of the engine
compartment where you don’t want to see the chrome. Carefully remove
the overspray film while watching along the edges to make sure it doesn’t lift
where you don’t want it to; if it does, cut the area with your knife and press
it back down on the body. If you get into trouble and remove the overspray

film where you didn’t want to, just grab a piece of masking tape and apply it
to that area. You can also use the overspray film as a mask to paint on the
window trim. This is something that I started doing on the outside because
the semigloss appearance of the paint gives the trim more of a realistic look
and it’s much easier to cut out when doing it from the outside. Trim along the
outside edge of the windows and then trim the window again, but this time
move in about 1/8 inch from the edge. This is also the time to paint the straps
on the fuel tank in the bed, so cut along the edges of the straps. After you’re
done removing the overspray film, double-check the body and make sure all
the exposed areas are what you want to see painted black and apply your
paint. Just apply enough paint to get full coverage; light coats are best here
so that you don’t get any runs. I used Spaz Stix Black Ultimate Backer paint
on the body.

THE END RESULT
Remove the rest of the overspray film and you’re ready to mount your body and wow your friends. When doing a paint job like this, it’s best to pay attention and
take your time. That way, you’ll have chrome paint that looks like the real deal and you won’t get black paint on the wrong areas of the body when painting on
the outside. ✇
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